ALEKS (Assessment and LEarning in Knowledge Spaces) is an assessment and learning system that provides individual instruction in a variety of course areas over the Web.
• Helps students learn.
• Strengthens fundamental concepts and problem-solving skills.
• Sharpens critical thinking skills needed to succeed in courses.
To purchase ALEKS go to the following website 


http://www.aleks.com/sign_up
  Place the course code Using ALEKS with a class

  The course code is    NUXTD-EVVYG
  Should show Math120R_008_081 Intermediate Algebra
State:  Arizona

School:  University of Arizona 

Then you will purchase this software package (credit card is needed)

DO NOT USE THE STUDENT SIGN UP TO PURCHASE IT IS MORE EXPENSIVE

1 quarter (3 months)  $35.50

Once you have the access code you can sign in (login)

  You will be given a login name and password.  The student registration process is described in detail in the User's Guide. (Optional you can download this file)  There are complete online instructions for every step of this simple procedure. Among other information, students are asked to supply their email address (so they can be helped more promptly in case of difficulties) [This is fine] and their Student ID number (I do not advise this just leave it blank]  Special care should be taken in entering the latter, as the system cannot detect mistyping. Both email and Student ID are optional information. 

Near the conclusion of Registration students receive a Login Name and Password. These should be noted carefully, as they will be essential for all further work with ALEKS. Change your Passwords at the earliest opportunity. Pick a Password you will remember easily, but which will be hard for others to guess. Login Name and Password can be typed with upper- or lower-case letters. Neither may contain spaces or punctuation. 

Once you register send me an email with your login name or place on top of a homework assignment so I can know your Login Name.  

Now go to    www.aleks.com

Login


At this you can download User guide if you wish.  This guide tells about how the program works and how to enter your answers.  When you first login it will go through the steps on how to enter your data. 

The second step is for the program to do an assessment of your skills.  There will be between 25-40 questions.  You can get help during these problems “click on help key” but if you don’t know just click on don’t know and move on to other questions.  Once you have gone through this part the program, the program will reveal what topics you still need to work on.  It has a pie chart of all the topics.  Goal is to get through all the topics and get 100% correct.  

After the assessment you will click on a slide of the pie and pick a topic and subtopics you want to work on.  When you click on a topic, you can practice the problems or get additional help.  This help is reading notes which will include the vocabulary on the topic, and see some examples.  Once you think you understand what to do then click on practice.  Many questions require you to get 3 correct in order to say you have mastered that skill.

A nice feature about aleks is that when you sign off, it picks up exactly at the last time you had signed in.  If you have 15 minutes you might be able to get one sub topic finished.  When working on aleck, if you are not getting a subtopic correct make sure you use the aleks helps.  If it still doesn’t make sense then write down the sub topic with the question and seek outside help (instructor, tutoring room, or other students).  

This purchase is for Intermediate Algebra skills.  After you finish this if you would like to do the Pre-Calculus skills, let your instructor know.

